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Using stunning photography and real stories of people and groups working in ocean conservation,
Planet Ocean: Why We All Need a Healthy Ocean inspires young readers to help spread
conservation messages and take action to help the ocean.
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Planet Ocean: Why We All Need a Healthy Ocean is a recently released book by Patricia Newman with
photographs by Anne Crawley. Targeted to children in grades four through eight, his new book highlights
how people and the health of the ocean are linked. A quote by Anne Crawley featured on page 7 above of an
image of two young divers sums up the mission statement of this book:

“I know how important the ocean is to our lives, how fragile it is, and how much we're changing it. |
want kids and teens to speak up for our ocean.” — Anne Crawley

Throughout this book, Newman uses Crawley as our guide as we visit three very different parts of the ocean:
the Coral Triangle, the Salish Sea, and the Arctic. Crawley is an award-winning photographer and filmmaker
who has traveled the world. She uses images to connect people to the ocean and urges them to become ‘“a
voice for the sea.” At each stop on the journey, we learn how environmental changes in the ocean are directly
affecting the livelihood and culture of individuals and communities that live in these areas. However, the
author does not focus just on the negative. For every environmental concern, Newman also tells us about
how individuals and groups are working to address the environmental issues facing their communities. For
instance, in the chapter about the Coral Triangle, Newman discusses several of the issues facing coral reefs,
including climate change and marine debris, and how these issues are having an impact on both the corals
and the people in the area. The author then shows us how people are addressing these challenges through
stories like one about the children of the Pintu Kota Kecil in Indonesia, who, every Sunday, go to the beach
and pick up the plastic and trash that has washed ashore. This debris then is turned into 3D printer filament,
ecobricks, toys, bowls, and other items. Many of these are then sold in local gift shops.

The final chapter of this book goes more in-depth into people’s, especially young people’s, ability to
foster change through stories about individuals taking action. Like Elizabeth Zajaczkowski, an 18-year-old
in Edmonds, Washington, who successfully lobbied her local city council not to drive bridge pilings into a
popular local dive spot.

The book concludes with a guide to digital storytelling and tips for environmental action. The book
itself is a model of the power of using pictures and video to tell a story. Throughout the book, the text is
accompanied by Crawley's stunning photography. Crawley shares with us beautiful imagery of ocean life,
of issues facing the ocean, and of the people taking action. Throughout the book QR codes take the reader
beyond the book to videos that highlight these ocean stories. The images and videos help build a connection
between the reader and the aquatic world.

Overall, I enjoyed this book. It is a great example of “Ocean Literacy Principle 6: The ocean and humans are
inextricably interconnected.” Newman and Crawley highlight many of the issues facing the ocean and how
those are caused by and are affecting people and communities. They also provide us with inspiring stories
of how individuals and groups are addressing these problems. To quote the author, “By helping the ocean,
we help ourselves. Planet Ocean is us.”
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Patricia Newman (far right) and Annie Crawley (center right) behind the scenes with Meg Chadsey, the Ocean
Acidification Specialist for Washington Sea Grant. Photo Credit: AnnieCrawley.com OurOceanAndYou.com.
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CHAPTER 1

THE CORAL
TRIANGLE:

CITIES OF THE SEA

'WELCOME TO THE CORAL TRIANGLE,
HOME TO MORE THAN ONE-THIRD OF
THE WORLD'S CORAL. Coral reefs have
been the foundation of the marine world for four
hundred million years. Annie calls them the cities
of the sea. Millons of animals dart around colorful
reefs and hide in their crevices, including turtles,
clown fish, eels, octopuses, angelfish, lobsters,
sea stars, and reef sharks. Reefs are busy, bustling
places where one-fourth of all ocean species
spend time at some point in their ives.

The staggering biodiversity of coral reefs
makes them critical to marine and human life. Reef
fish feed billions of people and are as important to
the global food supply as crops and farm animals
are on land. Coral reefs dampen waves and
protect coastlines from erosion. Scientists even
make medicines from coral and other reef dwellers
to treat cancer and heart disease. Because coral
reefs are some of the most astonishing places on
the planet, they drive a multibilion-dollar tourist.
industry that employs millions of people.
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Annie describes coral reefs as creativity.
unleashed. “No one could have prepared me.
for the electric blue of staghorn coral; the
reef's pinks and purples made of dreams; the
flamboyant cuttlefish that tur red, yellow, and
white when threatened.”

But humans have put coral reefs in terrible
danger with unsustainable fishing practices,
mining, plastic pollution, and excess carbon.
“The ocean is us,” Annie says. “Its beauty and
its pain. And the best way to understand that is
through our stories.”

Pacific Ocoan
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Take the plunge with Annie to visit

Indonesia’s rainbow sea.
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